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their friends, the over-genial, babbling Sir William Lucas, so
uplifted with his knighthood ; his womenfolk, and the officers from
Meryton; every one is individualized with masterly precision.1
With such figures may be coupled that amiable, colourless
young fellow Bingley, and his insincere sister, and the easy-going
scamp Wickham, whose worst faults are left unprobed. Mrs
Bennet is a comic production of high order. Silly, incredibly
ignorant, and irresponsible, she was a dreadful infliction for those
who were in any way dependent upon her. She alone would
justify all Darcy's strictures upon the Bennet family, and what
a thorn in the flesh she must have been to Elizabeth ! Yet she
is never made an object of satire. On the contrary, it is an
exquisitely kind touch on Jane Austen's part when her namesake,
who has regained the laggard Bingley, will not lose a moment
before consoling her mother with the glad news. Elizabeth, with
less tenderness if equal affection, thinks first of her father, when
Darcy's suit is in question, and the interview is one to be read
with mixed feelings. In drawing the hare-brained, vulgar, in-
continent Lydia, Jane seems at times to be trembling on the verge
of some personal resentment. Regarded less indulgently, Lydia
would be a terrible example of moral and mental recklessness,
and can be made to point the lesson which it is easy to draw from
this history, that education, discipline, and self-control are all-
important, and that parental Laodiceanism bears pernicious
fruits. Her father and mother are another Mr and Mrs Shandy.
He has cultivated impassivity as an antidote to his wife's shallow
effusiveness, and the attitude has set. Lizzie, the only member of
the family who inherits his sense of humour, comprehends him;
to his wife he is as inscrutable as Mr Shandy was to his better
half.2 Sterne was one of the classic authors whom Jane Austen
knew well enough to quote from.
Jane Austen was not a pedagogic novelist like Maria Edge-
worth ; she did not make it her business to preach a doctrine or
1  "She stands alone in that Shakesperian gift and practice of being always
true to nature, to the nature of each and every personage of her creation, clever
or stupid, agreeable or disagreeable " (Wi H. Pollock, op. cit.t 30).
2  **Mr Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick parts, sarcastic humour, reserve,
and caprice, that the experience of three-and-twenty years had been insufficient
to make his wife understand his character " (chap. i.).